WHAT IS LEED?

The LEED plaque on a building is a mark of
quality and achievement in green building.
LEADERS ACROSS THE GLOBE HAVE MADE LEED THE MOST WIDELY

used green building rating system in the world with 1.7 million square
feet of construction space certifying every day. LEED certification
provides independent verification of a building or neighborhood’s
green features, allowing for the design, construction, operations and
maintenance of resource-efficient, high-performing, healthy, costeffective buildings. LEED is the triple bottom line in action, benefiting
people, planet and profit.

WHY LEED
LEED CERTIFICATION MEANS HEALTHIER, MORE PRODUCTIVE PLACES,

reduced stress on the environment by encouraging energy and resourceefficient buildings, and savings from increased building value, higher
lease rates and decreased utility costs. LEED-certified buildings will
directly contribute $29.8 billion to U.S. GDP by 2018.

In the U.S., buildings account for:
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%
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73

%

Of U.S. electricity
consumption

LEED projects are responsible for diverting over 80 million tons of waste from
landfills. Compared to the average commercial building, LEED Gold buildings in
the General Services Administration’s portfolio consume a quarter less energy
and generate 34% lower greenhouse gas emissions.

LEED Is Global:
MORE THAN 79,000 PROJECTS ARE PARTICIPATING IN LEED ACROSS

160

countries and territories, comprising over 15 billion square feet. You’ve
seen a LEED plaque before — USGBC estimates that nearly 5 million people
experience a LEED building every day. Many of the world’s most well-known
buildings have earned LEED certification.
LEED works with top building professionals around the world to deliver a system
that is applicable at the global, regional and local levels. That means that LEED
works no matter where you live — from Seattle, Washington to Taipei, Taiwan.
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